Legislatively Speaking
After their inauguration hangover wore off, legislators returned to Austin for another short week. The Senate committees have started work, but it should be another couple of weeks before Speaker Straus appoints House committees. That will be the next landmark event of the early session, along with the Governor's State of the State Address on Tuesday which is the traditional signpost for the "end of the beginning" of a session.
During the address, Governor Abbott may announce items that he deems to be an emergency. Article III, Section 5 of the state constitution prohibits either chamber from passing legislation during the first 60 days of a session, but it provides an exception for "emergency matters" announced by the governor. We will let you know if anything dental rises to an emergency level, but that is highly unlikely. Early wagering has sanctuary cities and Child Protective Services reform at the head of the list.
State Board Buzz
On January 25, 2017 the Anesthesia Committee met to discuss the Blue Ribbon Panel report, public comments received for the proposed rule amendments to the anesthesia/sedation rules, and continued modifications of those rules. The TSBDE didn't receive many comments to the proposed rule changes which were opened for public comment in December.
Following the meeting, the board was notified by the Texas Sunset Advisory Commission's chair, Representative Larry Gonzales (R-Round Rock), to suspend its rule making efforts until the legislative session is over. Representative Gonzales complemented the committee on its work thus far, but was concerned about possible rule modifications conflicting with the legislature's intended statutory changes to dental sedation, thereby creating a confusing regulatory maze for dentists. As a result, the committee canceled its previously scheduled meeting for February 23, 2017. The TSBDE will most likely formally table the rule proposal at its board meeting in February.
On The Horizon
Funding for the Texas State Board of Dental Examiners (TSBDE) will be discussed in the Senate Finance Committee on February 14, 2017. Let's hope the board has a happy Valentine's Day! The TDA will submit written testimony supporting a strong, effective dental board to protect the public and regulate the dental profession. The TDA's testimony will also express concerns about the proposed budget cuts to the agency and the effect they may have on dentistry.
Bill Watch
With 6 weeks left in the bill filing period, the legislature has filed only about 30% of the total number of bills that lawmakers will eventually submit. While we wait for that incoming tsunami, be sure to keep watching the TDA's online bill track as we add priority bills and update you on specific bills as they move through the legislative process. To access bills and their current status, visit tda.org and select "Bill Track" in the Advocacy section.
Questions
If you have questions regarding legislative or regulatory issues, please contact TDA Senior Policy Manager Diane Rhodes at 512-443-3675 or diane@tda.org. If you have questions regarding political action or dental advocacy, please contact DENPAC Manager Leigh Ann Montague at 512-443-3675 or lmontague@tda.org.
Stay On Track
HB 1178, SB 536 -Punishment for Burglary or Theft of Controlled Substances Caption: Relating to the punishment for burglary and theft of controlled substances.
Synopsis:
The bill amends the Texas Penal Code to include the Health and Safety Code definition for a controlled substance, and makes the intentional theft of controlled substances from a health care provider, hospital, pharmacy, or nursing facility a third degree felony. 
Current Status: Filed

Comments: Support
Synopsis:
The bill requires the Texas State Board of Dental Examiners (TSBDE) to internet broadcast live every public meeting using a link from its website. Additionally, the TSBDE has 7 days from the meeting date to archive the meeting's audio and video. The archive must be kept on the TSBDE's website for 2 years.
Current Status: Referred to Senate Business & Commerce Committee
Comments: Support SB 404 -Prohibiting the Distribution of Alcoholic Beverages Caption: Relating to prohibiting health care practitioners from providing alcoholic beverages to certain persons; imposing administrative penalty.
Synopsis:
The bill prohibits healthcare practioners, including dentists, from offering alcoholic beverages to patients and the persons accompanying them to the dental appointment.
Current Status: Filed
Comments: Monitor
Updates TDA tracks and monitors all bills related to the dental profession. This issue of The Root only contains bills added to the priority list, and bills that have moved through the legislative process since last week. However, you can access the TDA's complete list of priority bills, along with their current status under "Bill Track" in the Advocacy section at tda.org.
